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One of the treasured traditions of our holiday season is the singing of carols. Every year, we as a church go 
around to friends, families, older people and nursing homes toting our instruments and ring bound carol 
books to cheer the hearts and homes of precious souls with the famous songs of Christ’s Incarnation. No 
doubt, you are familiar with the Christmas carol “Joy To The World” by Isaac Watts. I’ve always loved this 
carol, and just about everyone can sing at least part {if not all} of the first verse.

I’ve often been struck by one of the lesser known verses of that carol as it captures in beautiful prose the 
great hope and promise of Christ’s birth.

No more let sins and sorrows grow,
Nor thorns infest the ground;

He comes to make is blessings flow
Far as the curse is found.

This verse immediately jumps us back to the Fall, forward to the cross, and future to our day and beyond. 
Toil and trouble, thorns and briars, sins and sorrows – these all are the sad produce of harvest after Adam 
and Eve plunged the human race into alienation from God. The thorns worn on the head of our Savior the 
day of His crucifixion remind us that He is the curse bearer and breaker for His people. And there is coming 
Gospel blessing in time – but most finally and fully in glory – for the Church of Christ. A time when Jesus 
will make all things new.

But here we are, though looking forward to that most glorious of days, living in the reality of thorns and 
thistles. Just how far did the curse go? How far do those thorns and thistles reach? Just how bad is the 
briar patch? That thought may at first seem to be a discouraging one to pursue, but it’s actually very glorious 
– because we must understand the reach of the bad if we are to understand the reach of the cure. Just how 
much redemption does the Gospel actually bring?

When Adam and Eve fell, that deadness began in the mind, manifested itself in disobedience and 
resulted in alienation – all towards God. The very lens through which they looked at life – their mind – was 
darkened by a {now} evil disposition against God and for themselves. This was no healthy self-love, but 
rather a selfish determination to pursue their own desires at the cost of God’s glory and their neighbor’s 
good. Personal choices, family interactions, vocational pursuits, recreational activities – these were all now 
normally and naturally alienated from the wisdom, goodness and life of God. In short, man was alienated 
from God. This meant that everything man now engaged in was too.

Do you see now how glorious the Gospel is? Jesus bore a crown of thorns – the symbol of the curse on 
man’s work – not only to remind us that He is our curse bearer and curse breaker in terms of our spiritual 
and mental alienation from God. He is also the curser reverser in every area where the curse shows its ugly 
head.
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This was captured beautifully in a grand little book by Leland Ryken entitled Worldly Saints. He took the 
time to destroy some ugly myths and demonstrate some beautiful patterns of puritan life. He showed how 
the puritan spheres of home, work and education were built intentionally on the Bible and how they were 
{gasp!} full of love, joy and incredible productivity. Turns out, they wore a lot more than black, too! In short, 
he showed how the Puritans built a Christian culture.

Speaking of books, there’s another “grand little book” – Henry Van Til’s Calvinistic Concept of Culture. He 
takes the time to show how far the curse has gone, how far the Gospel goes in redeeming and restoring 
man in light of that curse and offers a powerful and succinct definition of culture. Culture is “religion 
externalized.” That’s it. You want to know why all the original mercy ministries, hospitals and educational 
institutions were founded by Christians? Because they understood that the Gospel goes as far as the 
curse is found, and makes all those areas to feel the life, wisdom, joy, redemption and power of God that 
comes with an empty tomb.

When you think of your faith, dear child of God, rejoice in your deliverance from hell and wrath. Rejoice in 
your adoption into the family of God. But don’t you ever stop there. Trace the streams of Calvary’s blood 
right up to and over the doorposts of your home, your work, your schools, your hospitals, your legislative 
halls and your court rooms. Jesus makes all the difference in the hearts and minds of individuals. And 
because He renovates and totally remodels the inner man, He does so to everything that man – or woman 
– touches.

Praise the Lord, Jesus came to make His blessings flow, as far as the curse is found! To be sure, there 
are old things in this world – faded, worn out and broken. What a glorious prospect, so cheering to the 
heart, that our Jesus is now doing in process what He will one day finish in completion – making all 
things new.


